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Communists. This did not prevent the Government
from restricting Communist activity in its parliamentary
form as much as possible. In Parliament the Communists
called loudly for the blood of the Government, and
especially reviled the Czech clericals and Fascists, but
in vain. Karel Kramar, that legendary opponent of the
Benes policy and of Soviet Russia, paid them back in their
own coin.

Kramdr, who was an invalid in the last years of his
life, received me in his castle on the highest of the hills
which surround Prague. His castle seemed to hurl defiance
at the Hradsin. His wife was a Russian and had had a
lot of property in Russia which the Communists had
confiscated. This was one of the reasons why he was no
friend of the Moscow regime. Further, as a Catholic, he
spoke very bitterly of the persecution of the Church in
Russia. Li my interview with him Kramdr indicated the
heavy burden which might fall upon Czech economy as a
result of the trade pact with Russia. He was supported
in his views by the heavy industries and he aired his
opinions in the Ncurodni Listy, the Party-organ of the
National Democrats.

Despite the opposition to Bolshevism, the political
commonsense of the Czechs and their traditional love of
Russia prevailed. Benes visited Moscow, thus laying the
foundation-stone of the future Russo-Czech pact.

German propaganda used the Pact, which had been
made for the protection of a contented Democracy, to
pretend to the world that Czechoslovakia was a nest of
Marxists plans for world domination and the overthrow